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but it was a compromise or a via media dictated by political neces-
sity or the best interests of the country. But it worked and very
little attempt was made by persecution to enforce obedience to new
arrangements, li formed the basis of the National Church (Anglican
Church) of England as it exists to-day and restored the national
unity. Her settlement v*us, broadly speaking, wise and brought peace
to the country. This was a great achievement to the credit of Eliza-
beth because' it served the best interests of the country by creating
an atmosphere of peace and harmony.

N.R The success in this difficult task of Religious Settlement
v,us mostly due to Elizabeth's tact, wisdom and spirit of tolera-
tion and her wise and selfless advisers and councillors. Her sole in-
terest lay in a peaceful settlement. She had witnessed with her own
e\es persecution of Catholics at the hands of Protestants and that of
Protestants at the hands of Catholics. She had no strong religious
views of her own. She was neither Edward nor Mary Tudor in her
religious views, Her religion lay in the safety of her people and the
country whom she wanted to save from bloody civil and religious
wars. Mary (Tudor Mary also called Bloody Mary) had altogether
failed to solve the religious problem of the country. She also knew
that she could not be a strong and successful ruler if she failed to
secure sympathies of both Catholics and Protestants. She, therefore,
decided to follow a Middle Course or a Policy of Compromise which
would seek to satisfy moderate Catholics as well as moderate Protes-
tants. She never showed to any party that she was either a Protestant
or a Catholic though her leanings were in favour of Protestantism for
the Catholics had denied her title to the throne.

Effects of Elizabeth's Religious Settlement. The Religious Set-
tlement of England was a great task which the wise and tactful Eliza-
beth alone could accomplish. The Middle path or the policy of
Compromise adopted by her was followed by the largest number of
Englishmen. Effects of Elizabethan Religious Settlement may be
briefly noted as follows:

1.  // Ended Civil and  Religious   Wars.   Elizabeth   rendered   a
great service to England by her Anglican Church Settlement.   It was
not well-received in the beginning because it was not the work of a
religious zealot but of a thoughtful politician who was more anxious
about giving peace to the people of a country than care for dogmas
and creed.   In the long run it worked and the people accepted it.
It gave the country a national church and national unity.   It saved
the people from the most ruinous effects of a civil and religious war.

2.  // Led to Better Use of Human Energy.   The energy of the
people was no more wasted in useless civil and religious wars but it
was utilized for the welfare and advancement of the country.   The
people Devoted their energy and attention to the development of arts,
industries and professions under the inspiring guidance of Elizabeth
and thus England became a great Industrial and manufacturing coun-
try. ^ If Elizabeth had been busy about creating and putting down
tchgious conflicts and wars, fier reign could not have"been considered

*to be one of the most glorious periods in the development of 'the